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EAST HADDAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM, INC. 

ANNUAL REPORT  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

NOVEMBER 19, 2025 

 

Mission Statement: 

The East Haddam Historical Society illuminates and preserves the stories of the people and 

places that shape our community.  

 

Vision Statement: 

The East Haddam Historical Society aspires to become the prominent heritage, cultural, and 

social center of East Haddam. 

 

Financial Information: 

~The Endowment Fund is invested with Norwich Financial and continues to provide long-term 

support. Use of the Endowment Fund is dictated by the Investment Fund Policy. 

The Board of Trustees has followed a conservative approach to expenditures through a FY25 

balanced budget.  

~Grant Funding: 

• Community Foundation of Middlesex County provided partial support for 

EasthaddamStories.org  website 

 

Facility and Property Upgrades: 

• Regraded the parking lot and installed gravel and processed stone 

• Cleared brush along the rear property line (volunteers) 

• Cleared brush along the Wolf’s Den/stone wall property line (volunteers) 

• Replaced flood lights (volunteers) 

• Gerry Porto has worked tirelessly to improve the planting areas and outside entrances to 

the Museum and Wynn-Shepard Room (volunteer) 

 

Accomplishments: 

~The “Muses:” 

• Hanging new exhibits  

• Improving the museum (new exhibit lighting, painting, cleaning) 

• Organizing and cataloging the archival collection 

• Planning public events/presentations 

~Volunteers & Trustees have also contributed time and talent to accomplish the following: 

• By-Law revision and audit of insurance policies (Scott Jezek) 
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• Dedicating the Wynn-Shepard Gallery to house the Museum’s collection of works by East 

Haddam artists  

• Cataloging of the Langdon Kihn art collection (Maureen Tarbox) 

• Docent-led tours of the Museum 

• Dr. Karl Stofko conducts historical research and assists others with genealogical research 

at the Museum every week 

~Partnership with SimonPure Media (Ken Simon) for ongoing technical support and historical 

content development for our digital history website: https://www.easthaddamstories.org/ 

~Partnership with Yale University Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences to install a 

Seismometer & internet-connected monitor at the Museum and a Seismometer at Cave Hill 

Camp to record the Moodus Noises and other seismic activity. Five additional seismometers will 

be installed at specific locations in Moodus as part of a Yale grad student’s doctoral thesis on 

the Moodus Noises. 

 

Presentations/Events: 

~Summer at the Museum series of natural history talks and other presentations for children and 

families (Bubblemania!, Sharks with Mystic Aquarium, Poop Lady, Snakes & Turtles with Meig’s 

Point). Funding provided by Friends of the Libraries and Eight Mile River 

~Monthly public events: 

• Historic Buildings of Little Haddam, Dr. Karl Stofko 

• Alaska Road Trip Travelogue, Dena Leidke 

• Three Rocks: Ernie Bushmiller, The Man Who Created Nancy, Bill Griffith 

• CT River Ferries, Paul Costello 

• Opening Reception for Moodus Noises Exhibit 

• Moodus Noises, Stories and Science, Alison Guiness 

• 150 Years of Wedding Dresses, Dena Leidke 

• Hosted the Belltown Antique Car Show 

• Connecticut in the Movies, Illiana Douglass 

• Annual Mysteries of East Haddam, Dr. Karl Stofko 

• Holiday Postcards, Shea and Scott Jezek 

• Holiday Concert, Colchester Choir 

~2st Annual fundraiser Under The Tuscan Moon (Peggy Wolf Kennedy, Pam Champlin, Jesse 

White-Frese) 

• 132 attendees 

• Food provided by Frank Andrew’s Wood Fired Pizza 

• Music by the JavaGroove band 

https://www.easthaddamstories.org/
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• Special Thank You to Eastern Rental (Bruce Dutch) and Jansky Rubbish (Angie) for 

donations 

• Net profit $23,000. 

 

2026 Needs: 

• New lighting in parking lot (safety & security)…initial estimate $40,000.  

• Insulating the attic to protect the archival collection….initial estimate $20,000. 

• Funding to continue the Easthaddamstories website…$8,000 per year 

 

We need to raise this money through a capital campaign and from donations.  

Please give generously.  

 

Appreciation: 

I thank all our members for your ongoing financial support and interest in preserving and 

presenting East Haddam history. 

 

 I am especially grateful to the following people for their dedication of time and talent to the 

Mission of the EHHS: 

• Executive Committee (Vice President Peggy Wolf Kennedy, Treasurer John Bielot, 

Corresponding Secretary Phil Piccola, and Recording Secretary Nora Myers),  

• Museum Director Pam Champlin, 

• Communications Director Jesse White-Frese,  

• Archivist Joanne Maynard, 

• Municipal Historian Dr. Karl Stofko, and 

• All the Trustees for their service to the Society.  

 

A Very Special Thank You to our incredibly talented and dedicated volunteers – aka “The 

Muses” – who are at the Museum every Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00 – 4:00. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Bruce Sievers, President 

Board of Trustees 

 

 

 


